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Listing of Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for providing at least one program to a customer 
of an energy provider of a commodity, the program aimed at managing demand for the 
commodity, the energy provider delivering the commodity to at least one customer site, 
the customer site having a plurality of devices which use the commodity, including the 

steps of: 

providing a gateway node for providing communication between the energy 
provider and the customer site; 

providing a plurality of control nodes, each of the plurality of devices having a 
corresponding control node; 

defining a program at the energy provider h aving a subset of the plurality of 
devices for which usage of the commodity may be managed by the energy provider 
activating the program; 

structuring the plurality of control nodes into a group corresponding to the subset 
of the plurality of devices; 

allowing the customer to selectively subscribe to the program; and, 

delivering the commodity to the subset of devicesT^ 

wherein when the customer subscribes to the program and the program is activated 
by the energy provider, the plurality of control nodes of the group reduce the amount of 
the commodity supplied to the plurality of devices to manage demand for the commodity. 

2. (Currently amended) A method, as set forth in claim 1, including the steps of: 
defining a second program at the utility having a second subset of the plurality of 

devices; aftdj 
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structuring the plurality of control nodes into a second group corresponding to the 
second subset of the plurality of devices r; and 

allowing the customer to selectively subscribe to the second program, 

3. (Currently amended) A method, as set forth in claim 2, wherein at least one of the 
control nodes may-belongs to both the first and second groups. 

4. (Currently amended) A method, as set forth in claim 3, wherein the at least one of 
the control nodes dynamically m oves between the first and second groups as a function of 
whether the first or second program is active. 

5. (Original) A method, as set forth in claim 3, wherein the one or more control 
nodes are in both the first and second groups if both the first and second programs are 
active. 

6. (Currently amended) A method, as set forth in claim 1, including arthe step of 
providing an intermediate control node coupled to the gateway node and to the group of 
control nodes. 

7. (Original) A method, as set forth in claim 6, wherein the intermediate control node 
and the group of control nodes are arranged in a tree and branch network. 

8. (Original) A method, as set forth in claim 6, wherein the intermediate control node 
and the group of control nodes are arranged in a star network. 

9. (Currently amended) A system for providing a program to a customer of an 
energy provider of a commodity, the energy provider delivering the commodity to at least 
one customer site, the customer site having a plurality of devices which use the 
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commodity, the program aimed at managing demand for the commodity and having a 
subset of the plurality of devices for which usage of the commodity may be managed by 
the energy provider activating the program, comprising: 

a user interface for allowing the customer to selectively subscribe to the program; 

a distribution network coupled to the subset of devices for delivering the 
commodity to the subset of devices; 

a gateway node coupled to the energy provider and the customer site for providing 
communication therebetween; 

a plurality of control nodes, each control node coupled to a corresponding device, 
the plurality of control nodes being structured into a group corresponding to the subset of 
the plurality of devicesr^ 

wherein when the customer subscribes to the program and the program is activated 
by the energy provider, the plurality of control nodes of the group reduce the amount of 
the commodity supplied to the plurality of devices to manage demand for the commodity. 

10. (Original) A system, as set forth in claim 9, wherein a second program is defined 
for a second subset of the plurality of devices and the control nodes are structured into a 
second group corresponding to the second subset of the plurality of devices. 

11. (Currently amended) A system, as set forth in claim 10, wherein at least one of the 
control nodes m^belongs to both the first and second groups. 

12. (Currently amended) A system, as set forth in claim 10, wherein the at least one of 
the control nodes may dynamically moves between the first and second groups as a 
function of whether the first or second program is active. 



-5- 



Application No. 10/628,712 
Amendment Dated November 22, 2006 
Reply to Office Action of August 24, 2006 

13. (Currently amended) A system, as set forth in claim 9, further comprising an 
intermediate control node coupled to the gateway g ate-node and to the group of controls 
nodes. 

14. (Original) A system, as set forth in claim 13, wherein the intermediate control 
node and the group of control nodes are arranged in a tree and branch network. 

15. (Original) A system, as set forth in claim 13, wherein the intermediate control 
node and the group of control nodes are arranged in a star network. 

16. (Currently amended) A system for providing at least one program to a customer of 
an energy provider of a commodity, the energy provider delivering the commodity to at 
least one customer site, the customer site having a plurality of devices which use the 
commodity, the program aimed at managing demand for the commodity and having a 
subset of the plurality of devices for which usage of the commodity may be managed by 
activating the program, comprising: 

a user interface for allowing the customer to selectively subscribe to the program; 

a distribution network coupled to the subset of devices for delivering the 
commodity to the subset of devices; 

a gateway node coupled to the energy provider and the customer site for providing 
communication therebetween; 

a plurality of control nodes, each control ene-node coupled to a corresponding 
device and to the gateway node; and, 

a control system coupled to the user interface, the distribution network, and the 
gateway node for controlling delivery of the commodity and for activating the program, 
wherein the control nodes are b eift^structured into a group corresponding to the subset of 
the plurality of devicesr^ 
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wherein when the customer subscribes to the program and the program is activated 
by the energy provider, the plurality of control nodes of the group reduce the amount of 
the commodity supplied to the plurality of devices to manage demand for the commodity. 

17. (Currently amended) A system, as set forth in claim 16, wherein a second program 
is defined for a second subset of the plurality of devices and the control nodes are 
structured into a second group corresponding to the second subset of the plurality of 
devices , wherein the user interface allows the customer to selectively subscribe to the 
second program . 

18. (Currently amended) A system, as set forth in claim 17, wherein at least one of the 
control nodes may-belongs to both the first and second groups. 

19. (Currently amended) A system, as set forth in claim 17, wherein the at least one of 
the control nodes may dynamically moves between the first and second groups as a 
function of whether the first or second program is active. 

20. (Currently amended) A system, as set forth in claim 16, further comprising an 
intermediate control node coupled to the gateway g ate-node and to the groups of controls 
nodes. 

2 1 . (Original) A system, as set forth in claim 20, wherein the intermediate control 
node and the group of control nodes are arranged in a tree and branch network. 

22. (Original) A system, as set forth in claim 20, wherein the intermediate control 
node and the group of control nodes are arranged in a star network. 
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